Hints for Handling Data Practice papers

Practice Paper A

Calculator section

1. A very straightforward question about reading information from a bar chart. I’m not quite sure why this is in the calculator section!

2. Fill in the Tally and Frequency columns. I would suggest going across or down through the results grid in a systematic way. Parts b) and c) will be easy to do from your answer to part a).

3. You should recognise this as a two-way table. Start with the Physics and Total columns and then work from there. In part b), what number should go at the bottom of the fraction?

4. Look at page 2 in the textbook to see what a data collection sheet should always look like.

Non-calculator section

1. A question on pictograms. Part a) is just reading from the pictogram. Parts b) and c) require you to complete the pictogram for Saturday and Sunday. In part d) think about the numbers for each day.

2. Remember that 0 represents impossible and 1 represents certain. Your letters A, B and C should be marked in roughly the right place. A little either side is acceptable. If in any doubt use an arrow with the letters.

3. Simple probability question. Remember the basic definition of probability (see page 68 in the textbook).

4. A question on Stem & Leaf diagrams. For part a) remember that the median is the middle value. In part b) you need to recall the formula for the Range. (see pages 53 – 54 for help).

5. Part a) requires two more crosses to be added to the Scatter Graph. In part b) you are asked for the correlation. Notice that the word correlation is in bold. This is a signal to you that you have got to call it either positive or negative correlation. Part c) requires you to draw a straight line (with a ruler!) to represent the trend. In part d) use the line you have just drawn to get your value. It is always best to draw up and across on the graph itself as well as giving your final answer.

